Outline Concept Paper – Women, ICTs & the Internet
(Tentative working title)
Introduction
The Working Group on Broadband & Gender was established in September 2012, and met for the first time in March 2013, and second time in September 2013. This Working Group published a report in September 2013, which attracted considerable media attention online (over 150 articles cited this report). This report explored the question of gender statistics, quantified the international digital divide for the first time, and outlined the work of the different Working Group organizations. With the chairs of Helen Clark (Administrator UNDP) and Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka (Executive Director, UN Women), this Working Group may wish to build on this first achievement with a forward looking think piece that complements the previous report.
Proposal: Building on the first report’s success in exploring questions of gender access to ICTs, this piece could explore a range of perspectives  and options  to the core question, “Thinking 2-3 years ahead, how can   ICTs and the Internet - help improve in tangible ways the situation and status of women and girls around the world?”

This core question can be broken down into subsets of other questions which touch on topics relevant to gender equality and women's empowerment, such as:
· How can l ICTs and the Internet improve women’s economic position (For example, in terms of job prospects, ICT skills, employability and salaries?)
· How can the new technologies empower women in politics and political situations and help them be part and parcel of policy and decision making processes that directly affect their lives? (For example, women in parliaments, key government positions, political parties, etc.)
· How can  ICTs and the Internet improve  broad cultural perceptions of women and femininity – in terms of women’s expectations of themselves, and men’s perceptions of women?

· How can ICTs have an impact on women’s sexuality and relationships? (For example, in the rise of online dating websites, email relationships, revenge porn, cyberstalking, etc.)
· How will the content available online of via other broadcasting media change women’s perceptions of gender roles and female visibility? (For example, in terms of gender stereotypes, body imagery, eating patterns etc.?)

· How will ICTs and the Internet change family relationships and gender roles within the family context? (For example, in terms of communications, parents’ role as gatekeepers of information and/or educations, visibility of school activities and/or results)?
· 
· How can ICTs and the Internet change children’s and teenagers’ development and behavior?

· 
Process: It is proposed to ask the members of the Working Group to contribute a short insight or essay on one/some of the above. These essays should be received by 15 August at the latest, and compiled into InDesign in order to have a report ready by mid-August. This report will also provide some discussion points for the agenda of the September meeting on Saturday 20 September 2014, generously hosted by UN Women offices.

�This one and the following tow are closely related and could perhaps be converted into on or two at most.


�We also need something about the use of ICTs in making men and boys more gender sensitive, etc...


�Not sure we need this one here!


�We can add the case studies to this piece and have one single document of perhaps 15/20 pages. It also occurs to me that we should probably gear our questions towards the three core areas we are working on: policy, capacity building especially...





