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	Travel Authorization 

	Approved Mission Itinerary:
Oslo  - Amsterdam - Bonn – Oslo
	List of Annexes: 


	Inclusive Travel Date

25 July 2013
	Key counterparts in location
German Development Institute – Jörg Faust, Head of Department "Governance, Statehood, Security"
German Development Institute – Anita Breuer, Researcher

	Purpose/Objective of Mission: 
  To discuss with the German Development Institute (DIE) possible areas for collaboration between our centres, mainly with regard to governance in transitions and following up on exchanges by email and phone.

	Brief Summary of Mission Findings
I met with both Anita Breuer – research working on social protest- and Jörg Faust, Head of Department "Governance, Statehood, Security", to go over DIE’s interest and proposal to work with the OGC on the development of a report on social media and social protest. DIE alluded to the Users’ Guide on Measuring Fragility as a highly successful way of collaborating –in terms of shared objective, project coordination, authorship, etc.- and thus the model to replicate in future joint ventures. 
The proposed report would look at how social media is transforming the way people mobilize and protest, combining a synthesis of the existing literature with a look at specific cases (Turkey, Tunisia, Egypt, Bahrain, Myanmar, Iran, Brazil, etc.). It would be global in nature, with a focus on different types of regimes-contexts, especially “transitional” ones – the very nature of major social protest indicates some sort of collective aspiration or social demand, underpinning the dynamic nature of ‘all’ state-society relations. It will not entail conducting new research, but a review of the state of the art, with examples and illustrations. It would be too pretentious to say that policy recommendations can be derived from this comprehensive analysis of the literature and concrete forms of protests, but at least it should be possible and necessary to make explicit some policy ‘implications’. The substantive and operational details of this potential partnership were discussed, including main authorship (DIE), and funding commitments (a report of this type, developed in-house would come at a relatively little cost; DIE indicated that they could cover some 2/3 of the costs). All the details will be spelled out in the concept note.
In addition to the above-mentioned potential report, I took the opportunity to present OGC’s areas of work, and more especially our governance in transitions work stream. On the analysis of the role of economic role of the military, DIE made clear that they don’t have that expertise, but recommended an expert from the University of Heidelberg (Dr. Aurel Croissant); on measurements and assessments, there is no evident venue for collaboration but both DIE and OGC agree on exchanging information on ongoing or future activities. Knowledge production and diffusion is area DIE has started to discuss internally (at the Institute - director level, not the department for Governance, Statehood and Security), looking at DIE’s experience as strategic advice provider. This is still an internal and embryonic discussion, but it could link well with the work on think tanks and policy- and action-oriented knowledge recently started by the OGC. DIE is also interested in post-2015 discussions –Jörg attended the Global Thematic Consultation on Governance in SA, and has been invited to other UN meetings.

I was also invited to attend two lectures (brown bags format):  "Donor Political Economies and Foreign Aid Delivery" with Simone Dietrich (assistant prof., University of Missouri) and "Political ideology, quality at entry and the success of economic reform programs" with Nadia Molenaers (lecturer, University of Antwerp).

	Recommendations / Action to be Taken:
· To work with DIE on the social media - social protest project / Prepare a detailed concept note (DIE, by 2 Aug), for discussion at OGC and with DGG e-governance team.
· To share with DIE the report from the think tanks forum, when ready - opportunity for reconnecting on knowledge production/dissemination discussion

· To continue to exchange information on activities of mutual interest 
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